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1
Introduction

oneM2M Marcom has been requested to decide upon a release naming convention in advance of the publication of oneM2M’s first release.

The current internal naming scheme (Aubergine) does not appear to have general support.

This proposal has not been circulated or agreed within ETSI – it is a personal contribution from the Marcom vice-chair.
2
Proposal

oneM2M should name its releases as simply Release 1, Release 2, Release 3 etc.

This type of release numbering easily understood and already used across the telecoms, ICT and software industry. It is already used in 3GPP with some success. 

Such a naming/numbering scheme is easily understood across different languages. A clear sequence in release availability is built into such a scheme. And it also enables the parallel maintenance of releases, if this is what oneM2M requires.
In addition, such a release naming scheme can be integrated into version numbers of specifications, as is the case already in 3GPP. oneM2M uses 3-digit version numbers for its specifications and reports, although, strangely, no version numbers appear on the Candidate Release specifications. A 3-digit version number is indicated on the cover page and in the history box of the Technical Specification template, and appears on the existing published specifications.
In turn, these version numbers containing release numbers can be reproduced by the Partner Type 1 Standards Development Organizations as they transpose the oneM2M deliverables into adopted standards.

3
Current Alternative

The release name currently used inside oneM2M for the first release, Aubergine, has a number of deficiencies.
The word itself isn’t commonly understood in English, without also adding the complication of other languages. The word refers to a vegetable name in UK English, but a different name is given to the same vegetable in North America. The word may also refer to a colour, but is less commonly used in this context.
Any plan to use this name should also be accompanied by a plan to have follow-on release names which commence with sequential letters of the alphabet. No such plan exists.

Such a release naming scheme cannot be integrated into the 3-digit oneM2M specification version numbering scheme. Or, in fact it can – the first Aubergine release could carry version numbers of V1.x.y, the second release could carry version numbers of V2.x.y etc. The releases would end up being referred to as release 1, release 2 etc. and not their more organic name.
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