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Normative vs Informative References

Some documents may have normative references to them. Some documents may bave informative references to them.

A discussion arose on how to deal with documents that have botn normative and informative references to them.

Three options were proposed

a) list the documents in both clauses,

b) list the documents only in the Normative References clause as the normative reference o takes precedence over the informative reference,

c) combine the normative and informative references clauses, as the wording in the text of the document makes it clear whether the reference is normative or informative.

One factor which may have been overlooked in the discussions is that normative references must be publically available. The ETSI Edithelp team, as part of their activities prior to publication, checks that all normative references are publically available. This task depends on the normative references being clearly identified and listed in the normative references Clause. For this reason, it is proposed that all documents to which there is a normative reference in the specification are listed in the normative references clause, including those that have both normative and informative references (option b).

No changes are needed to the drafting rules, the wording already requires all documents to which there are Normative references, to be included in the normative references clause and the wording of the Informative references definition, excludes listing documents to which there is a normative reference (see below)

"informative reference clause: clause listing informative references cited in the document which are not necessary for its application but assist the user with regard to a particular subject area"

"normative reference: essential to the use of the oneM2M deliverable, i.e. without which the deliverable cannot be implemented"

Abbreviations vs Acronyms.

There was some discussion as to the difference between an Abbreviation and an Acronym and why the two sections were separated in the TS and TR templates.  An acronym is one type of abbreviation  and there are others, such as initialization (e.g. IBM), truncation (e.g. Thu), aphesis (e.g. 'cos), portmanteau (e.g. brunch). In addition, some abbreviations may fall into  two or more categories. It is therefore proposed to update the TS and TR templates  to combine acronyms and abbreviations into a single clause called Abbreviations.
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