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Introduction
At the oneM2M Technical Plenary meeting #17 in Sapporo, I have brought before the technical plenary (see TP-2015-0714R02-WG2_Status_Report_at_TP17, slides 6 and 7) the proposed topics for discussion and decision in order to enhance communications around oneM2M:

Background information:

OneM2M received requests for clarifications on its specs through:

· Emails to the oneM2M secretariat
· Emails to known oneM2M officials
· Emails to oneM2M delegates who carry the questions to TP
These requests came from non-oneM2M members/delegates.

This is GOOD because it shows interest and adoption! However, we have no appropriate tools to deal with such requests.
Of course, oneM2M can deal with such requests individually, but this course of action has two major inconvenients:

· Dealing with requests individually does not scale well when the number of requests increases

· The information returned to requesters should be made public and searchable so that other people can benefit from it.

As a result, I have proposed two actions:

· Immediate action: to set up a public mailing-list for public questions

· Further action: to set up a public forum, linked to the oneM2M web site

The comment has been made, during the TP, that such proposals should be brought before the Methods & Processes group. This is the intent of the present contribution.
Proposed action 1 – Set up a public mailing-list
Considering that the need for interaction between the “consumers/implementers” of oneM2M and the technical experts driving the specification is important and urgent, it is proposed to cater for this need in the very short term with minimal effort first, by setting up a mailing-list where they can interact.
· The secretariat can set up this mailing-list with little effort: oneM2M_TechQuestions@list.oneM2M.org
· This list shall be open for anyone to subscribe to
· This list shall be open for anyone to post onto (moderation/filtering features may be necessary against spam)
· This list shall be advertised on the oneM2M website, and ideally (in a second step) search features may be integrated
· In order to “bootstrap” the list, TP WG chairs are recommended to ask their vice-chairs, rapporteurs and some technical experts if they are ok to be subscribed onto this list
Proposed action 2 – Set up a public forum
Considering further that a better tool for such interactions is probably a public electronic forum, it is proposed to enhance the interactions and move from a mailing-list tool to a public forum. The details of how this forum would work and of the associated operating costs should however be evaluated first.

As a result, it is proposed that:

· The MP group carries the request to SC to setup an online forum and to investigate how this forum could be setup (with associated operating costs)
· This forum would be made accessible through the website
· This forum shall be public (even though it may require a free registration) for anyone to post onto, with search capabilities
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